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Front Cover: Brand new N451 sits in the sunshine out- 
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Opposite above: 42214 stands in No. 1 platform 
Spencer St awaiting departure with the Southern Aurora. 
Thurs.9.5.85. (Rick Coles) 


Opposite below: T328 pumps up the 2110 Melbourne 
ical in Castlemaine yard. Fri.1.8.75. (Harry Shnattle- 
bach 
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SEC Locomotive No.37 and Coal Truc! 


NEIL PEARSON 


In the year 1921, the SEC under the Chairmanship of 
the former General Sir John Monash, commenced 
construction at Yallourn for the establishment of a 
power station, an open cut and later a briquette factory. 

All the brown coal at Yallourn has been recovered 
by open cut mining, and until recently was transported 
from the open cut by railway. 

In 1924 with the bringing into operation of the 
power station, the overburden and coal was 
transported by a ropeway and steam engine operated 
3'6" gauge railway. 

As a result of a survey in 1927 by Herr Johan Klitz- 
ing, a German expert on brown coal operations, it was 
decided to completely alter the operation methods at 
the open cut. A 90 cm gauge electric railway was 
introduced, and it operated until the closure of the 
Yallourn briquette factory in 1971. The first 46-ton 
locomotives were built in Germany, but due to the 
Second World War, the later ones were assembled at 
Yallourn. They are all now out of service. Later 60-ton 
locomotives were built in Germany and Japan, and 
most still remain in service operating between 
Yallourn and Morwell. 

Yallourn assembled 90 cm, 46-ton electric locomo- 
tive No.37, together with a 26 ton coal truck have been 
donated to the Railway Museum by the SEC. 


As a result of representations made to the State 
Electricity Commission of Victoria some years ago, for 
a locomotive and coal truck for display at the Railway 
Museum, these recently became available and arrived 
at the Museum on 3rd July. 

In February of this year we were informed by the 
SEC that the required vehicles were available and after 
a visit to Yallourn these two were selected. In June 
with less than two weeks notice, we were informed that 
they would be delivered on Wednesday, 3rd July. It 
was necessary for us to have the 90 cm track and bed > 
ready by that date. Due to shortages of materials, rails, 
sleepers and dog spikes, and even with the co-opera- 
tion of the railways, this task would have been impossi- | 
ble in the time. After further negotiations with the 
SEC, they agreed to bring two lengths of complete 
track down with them. We arranged for the necessary 
ballast to be delivered to the Museum, and with the 
assistance from some members of the Seymour Loco 
Steam Preservation Group, the ballast was spread on 
the Saturday. This group was at the Museum swapping | 
rods with J559. (This will even more confuse fans 
when they check the numbers stamped on the rods.) 

Early on the Wednesday morning a low-loader 
arrived from Yallourn, and after a short delay, the 
track was lifted off with a V/Line crane and their road 


SEC loco 37 and coal truck 637 in position at the ARHS Museum. Wed.3.7.85. 


No. 637 donated to Museum 


STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION OF VICTORIA 
46-ton Electric Locomotive 
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NOMINAL VOLTAGE: I100 Volts DC 
RATED OUTPUT - 4-96: 344 KW 
MAx. TRACTIVE EFFORT : 
AT 29% ADHESION — 30,000 Le, 
AT 25% ADHESION — 26,000 LB 
BRAKING: COMPRESSED AIR. 


gang made the necessary adjustments and placed it in 
position. Shortly afterwards two more low-loaders, one 
equipped with a dolly carrying the locomotive, arrived 
after having stayed at Hallam overnight. The Railway 
Museum hired two 60-ton cranes and in the early 
afternoon, with fuss, the locomotive and truck were 
placed in position on the track. 


All expenses involved in the movement of the 
exhibits from Yallourn to North Williamstown were 
borne by the State Electricity Commission of Victoria 
as a contribution to Victoria’s 150th Anniversary 
Celebrations. We are also indebted to Brambles Cranes 
/for making the two cranes available at competitive 
rates. 

It was fortunate that our new lease had just been 
signed allowing us to place these exhibits in position in 
| the new area instead of temporarily storing them which 
would have added considerably to the cost. 


_ We greatly appreciate the generosity and co-opera- 
tion of the SEC for making available and transporting 
these notable exhibits for the Museum. We are now 
investigating the SEC offer of a 60-ton locomotive and 
a track-moving wagon. The wagon was used in moving 
and relocating the track in the open cut, close to the 
face where either the overburden or brown coal was 
being moved by the large dredges. 

This was a grand joint effort by all concerned, and 
the Railway Museum would like to express their 
thanks to those SEC personnel involved in making 
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available and transportation of the exhibits, the V/ 
Line people involved in the organisation and laying the 
track, Brambles Cranes and the Seymour Loco Steam 
Preservation Group. 

When the exhibits are painted, it is intended to have 
an official handing over ceremony, with perhaps the 
Minister for Transport being involved. 

The 90 cm Yallourn railway at the open cut and at 
Morwell have played a big part in the development of 
the State, and as had been said on numerous occa- 
sions, the Railway Museum is not only a tourist attrac- 
tion, but is preserving the Heritage of the State and its 
various railways. 


BRIEF NOTES ON LOCOMOTIVE 


The original 46-ton locomotives were built in Germ- 
any, but due to World War 2, No.37 was assembled at 
the SEC Base Workshops at Yallourn from compo- 
nents supplied by the following — Kelly & Lewis Ltd 
(Bogie frames, main frames, cabs, etc.), Thompson 
Engineering & Pipe Co Ltd (wheels, axles and 
axleboxes), Richardson Gears Pty Ltd (spur wheels 
and pinions), Australian General Electric Co (motors 
and electrical equipment, etc.) and brake equipment 
was provided by Westinghouse Brake (Australia) Pty 
Ltd. 

Our locomotive No.37 entered traffic on 27.10.42, 
and was one of the class retained in service after June 
1970, when most were withdrawn. 
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V/Line’s Speed 


NEVILLE M. GOWER 


In conjunction with several coach companies, V/Line 
offers new intra and interstate passenger services. 
These services warrant comparison with other coach 
and rail services to appreciate these developments. The 
imminent use of the XPT on the weekend services bet- 
ween Sydney and Melbourne and the proposals for a 
daylight service from Melbourne to Adelaide also 
demand consideration as road coach services have 
already set a criterion on these runs. 


Warrnambool - Mt. Gambier 

In recent months, V/Line has introduced a rail/coach 
service to Mt. Gambier via Warrnambool and Port- 
land, using South West Roadways of Warrnambool for 
the coach section. V/Line is compared with 2 other 
coach operators who operate scheduled services, see 
Table 1. 

From Table 1, V/Line undoubtedly holds its own 
over the other operators both in booked time as well as 
in actual travelling time, but the margin is a mere 15 to 
20 minutes. The Melbourne — Mt. Gambier via 
Ballarat and Hamilton service of Ansett Roadways was 
omitted from Table 1 because of variance from the 
more southern route. It should be noted that the 
booked time for this service is 7 hours, including 35 
minutes at Hamilton to change buses, making actual 
travelling time of 6 hours 25 minutes. 


Melbourne - Mildura 

With the introduction of the V/Line road-coach ser- 
vice, V/Line became the operator of two different 
modes of transport to Mildura. In Table 2 both road 
coach and rail times are compared along with the 
weekend services of Greyhound. 

By changing at Bendigo R.S., Mon.-Fri. at 13 50 
onto ACN 8052 departing 14 00, the overall time from 
Mildura can be reduced by 20 minutes. As there is no 
competition on this route, it’s unlikely that V/Line will 
ever operate a more direct route via the Calder High- 
way, Sunbury and Tullamarine, thereby matching the 
weekend only times of Greyhound. 

Coach or sitting passengers on V/Line rail, certainly 
get a raw deal as they travel towards Mildura for the 
Down service takes an extra 45 minutes over its 
opposite number. Whilst service times on all sections 
of this route have been tightened between St. Arnaud 
and Donald (39 km), the time allowance for 8143 is 64 
minutes. Mon.-Fri. and 69 minutes Sun. only, whilst 
its opposite service 8110 ia allowed 35 minutes. 


Sydney - Adelaide via Victoria 
The Sydney — Adelaide operation which uses the State 
Rail Authority of New South Wales’ XPT service to 
Albury and V/Line coach operated by Holidaymakers 
Pty Ltd, of Mildura, has no comparable private coach 
service. V/Line’s Speedlink via Shepparton, Echuca, 
Swan Hill and Ouyen is now claimed as the fastest land 
operated service between Adelaide and Sydney. The 
Speedlink will be compared with Greyhound’s service 
via Bathurst and Wagga; then follows Speedlink from 
Echuca in Table 3a and the traditional routes via 
Mildura in Table 3b. 

Whilst SRA of NSW and V/Line have the fastest 
service between Sydney and Adelaide, they should not 
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The Myth of V/Line’s Speed on Ashphalt! 


rest upon their laurels, for Greyhound’s service which 
operates via the Blue Mountains takes 8 hours 45 
minutes to Wagga Wagga compared with the XPT’s 
time of 6 hours 10 minutes. Greyhound takes 14 hours 
20 minutes from Wagga Wagga to Adelaide via Echuca 
and Ouyen and this includes two meal breaks totalling 
1 hour 45 minutes, i.e. an actual travelling time of 12 


hours 35 minutes. V/Line’s service from Wagga | 


Wagga to Adelaide via Albury is 30 minutes less than 
Greyhound but it has severed 45 minutes from meal 
stops. 

By a more direct route via the Hume Highway and 


omitting Canberra, Wagga Wagga could be reached | 
including a meal break in 7 hours. With adjustments to | 


the present places and length of refreshment stops 
Greyhound could match the Speedlink service. 


Existing Services Sydney - Melbourne 

With the imminent arrival of through XPT services in 
Melbourne from Sydney, it’s worthwhile examining 
present rail - road coach operations as described in 
Table 4. 

The fastest rail service to Sydney from Melbourne 
(not applicable in the reverse direction) is the two train 
operation of V/Line, 8321, changing at Albury onto 
SRA of NSW, S10. Who said that all change at Albury 
is dead? Examining the current S10 Albury - Sydney 
timings, against that of its day equivalent, namely S16; 
it is apparent that S10 could arrive at Sydney at 04 45, 
which makes the trip 11 hours 30 minutes. 

No doubt, the new XPT service between the two 
capital cities will further reduce the above timing, but it 
is prudent to note that the coach services supplemen- 
tary fares have an actual time of 10 hours 50 minutes 
(Silver Service, Ansett) and 12 hours 15 minutes via 
Canberra (5 Star, Silver Eagle, Greyhound). 

In addition, both operators provide, further easy 
travel from one’s home by free coach transfer services 


from their city terminals to eastern and southern| 


suburbs of Melbourne, and western suburbs in 
Sydney. Ansett Pioneer’s Silver Service has such addi- 


tional facilities as video screened movies and stereo) 


sound systems. 


V/Line/SRA of NSW might use the XPT to regain} 


the fastest land service from the coach operators, but 


unless they, the marketing men, match the coach| 


operators and provide the extras such as service, 
punctuality, helpful staff and new ways to reduce the 
discomforts of travelling from Spencer St to one’s 


suburban home or holiday accommodation, the XPT) 
will be an expensive service provided out of taxpayer’s| 


monies. Logistics for the XPT will be paramount in 
selling this service in Victoria. I wish the XPT and its 2 
state operating systems all the success that its planners 
hope for. 


Do you find you have nothing to do on 
Tuesday nights ? 
Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 
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Table 1. 
Comparison of Actual Travelling Times of Various Operators on Melbourne - Mt Gambier Route. 


Operator V/Line ; Greyhound Ansett Roadways 
Frequency Mon.-Fri. Sat. Mon. Fri. Sun. 
Booked time: 
Melbourne via Portland 6h. 35 m. 6h. 40 m. 7h. 10 m. _ — 
via Hamilton* _ _ — 6h. 30 m. 7h. 30 m. 
Less time for changing 
rail to bus 20 m. 30 m. — — - 
Less time for 
refreshment stop _ — 40 m. - 35 m. 
Actual travelling time 6h. 15 m. 6h. 10 m. 6 h. 30 m. 6h. 30 m. 6h. 55 m. 


“Note: Ansett Roadways service operates via Geelong, Camperdown, Hamilton and Casterton. 


Table 2. 
Comparison of Actual Travelling Times on Melbourne - Mildura Route. 
Operator V/Line Rail V/Line Coach Greyhound 
Fregency Sun.-Fri. (night) Sat.-Thur. (Day) Fri. (Day) Fri. and Sun. 
Down Up (night) 
Booked time: 
Melbourne - Mildura 9h. 50m. 9h. 5m. oh. 9h. 25 m. 8 h. 35 m. 
via Donald via Heathcote, via Heathcote, via Bendigo, 
Bendigo, Bendigo, Echuca, 
Manangatang Balranald Manangatang 
Less time for 
refreshment stop — = 30 m. 30 m. 30 m. 
Actual travelling time 9h. 50m. 9h. 30 m. 8h. 30 m. 8 h. 55 m. 8h. 5m. 


GM28 heads an unusual Southern Aurora near Kilmore East on Mon.14.10.85. The consist includes two NSWSRA | 
FAM sleeping cars and a maroon PHS power van. (Rick Coles) | 
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Existing Services Adelaide - Melbourne 

Finally, with the recent suggestion that V/Line might 
operate a daylight service on the Adelaide - Melbourne 
route, the current situation is shown in Table 5. 

It is miserable to conclude that the Overland is the 
slowest service along the direct route on booked times, 
but on actual travelling times it is slower by us to 30 
minutes on a road coach that travels through War- 
rnambool, Mt. Gambier and Padathway. Without 
doubt because of the heavy grades on either end of rail 
route, it will always be hard to compete with road coach 
services, but there are methods to improve the existing 
timetable. 

Firstly, it would be a faster trip if AN offered 
passengers an optional extra of coach travel to and 
from Tailem Bend, utilising the recently completed 
Southern Eastern Freeway. Using Table H, of the cur- 
rent timetable for V/Line, its Speedlink service from 
Tailem Bend T/S (Shell Roadhouse) to Adelaide is 1 
hour 30 minutes, whilst the Overland takes 3 hours 
Westbound and 2 hours 50 minutes Eastbound. Allow- 
ing for changing modes of transport, it’s conceivable 
that without any alteration of times between 
Melbourne and Tailem Bend V/Line and AN could 
offer an 11 hour service. 

Secondly, whilst most jet freights as well as the two 
night passenger services cross within Victoria rather 
than on the South Australian side, it seems strange 
that despite recent upgradings in Victoria there appears 
to be no improvement in traffic times. When one com- 
pares the Overland times for 1977 and 1985 over com- 
parable distances, namely Murtoa to Serviceton and 
Bordertown and Tailem Bend timings are as follows: 


Murtoa - Serviceton 174 km 
8141 8120 
1977... 2h. 15m. (77 km/h) = 2h. 29 m. (70 km/h) 
1985 .. 2h. 18m. (76 km/h) 2h. 20 m. (75 km/h) 
Bordertown - Tailem Bend 174 km 
141 8120 
1977... 2h. 15m. (77 km/h) 2h. 26 m. (72 km/h) 
1985 .. 2h. 1m. (76km/h) 2h. Om. (87 km/h) 


Whilst it would appear that AN has been. able to 
improve its running times, V/Line has made no 
adjustments despite the introduction of CTC and new 
high speed track. Maybe, V/Line could by judicial 
timetabling bring the Overland into Adelaide within 
11% hours. As coach or sitting passengers find the 
Adelaide Hills section a drag because of the low speed 
restrictions, it is imperative if the Overland is to con- 
tinue to be well patronised, railway planners must, 
make use of the CTC and ‘flat’ sections between 
Ararat and Tailem Bend. Failing to adopt this philoso- 
phy or alternatively investigate the first proposal, the 
present night train or any proposed daylight train will 
be used by an ever dwindling percentage of the popula- 
tion who rate time as not an essential factor when tra- 
velling this route. 

A final point worth inclusion in this survey, be that 
my comments are made on the assumption that these 
tables can be maintained in average traffic condition. | 
We are all aware that a rail speed limit is absolute, 
whilst when we are on the roadway or freeway and 
there is no sign of a highway patrol we crib a few extra 
km/h to make up time, knowing that a road speed limit 
is not absolute with respect to safety. Nevertheless it 
would appear that railway planners and marketing per- 
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Comparison of Actual Travelling Times of SRA NSW —V/Line and Greyhound on Sydney -Adelaide. 
Operator SRA of NSW—V/Line Greyhound 
Frequency Mon, -Sat. Sun., Wed., Fri. 
Booked time: 


Sydney - Adelaide 


Less time for changing rail 


via Goulburn, Wagga Wagga, 
Albury, Shepparton, Echuca, Ouyen 


via Bathurst, Wagga Wagga, 
Deniliquin, Echuca, Ouyen 


to bus 35 m. — 

Less time for refreshment 

stop(s) 60 m. 2 h. 50 m. 

Actual travelling time 18 h. 55 m. 20 h. 40 m. 
Table 3b. 


Comparison of Actual Travelling Times of Coach Operators Operation on Sydney - Adelaide Route — 
via Mildura. 


Operator Greyhound Ansett-Pioneer 

Frequency Daily Mon., Tues., Thur., Sat. Daily 

Booked time: 

Sydney - Adelaide via Goulburn, 22 h. 15 m. - 23 h. 30 m. 

Canberra, Wagga Wagga, Mildura 

via Bathurst, Wagga Wagga, - 23 h. 15 m. — 

Mildura 

Less time for refreshment stops 1h. 55 m. 2h. 40 m. 2h. 35 m. 

Actual travelling time 20 h. 20 m. 20 h. 35 m. 20 h. 55 m. 
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sonnel must endeavour to work their rail services 
closer to the maximum speed limits even if this means 
interstate services have limited stops. Rail services 
have the advantage over coach services of not needing 
refreshment stops, and should be capitalized on in 
order to compete with road services. 

V/Line has now entered the interstate road-rail 


operation against both its rail only operations and pri- 
vate coach operators. Its debut into asphalt operation 
has been exciting and generally speedy and no doubt 
spawned ideas for further extensions to the system. It 
is hoped that they are made to augment rather than 
compete with present operations, for rail could be the 
loser. 


Table 4. 
Comparison of Rail and Coach Actual Travelling Times using Existing Services. 
Operator SRA of NSW and Vi/Line Ansett Pioneer Greyhound 
Service ICD 832] SOP SA Silver 3 Star S/Eagle 
S10 Service S/Eagle 
Frequency Mon.-Sat. Mon.-Fri. Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily Daily 
Booked time: 
Sydney - Melbourne 13h.10m. 12h.15m. 14h. 13 h. 12h. 14h.45m. 13h. 15m. 16h. 
via Albury, Wagga Wagga, Yass, Goulburn via Albury, via Albury, 
Yass, Wagga via Albury, Yass, 
Goulburn Wagga, Canberra, Goulburn 
Yass, 
‘ Canberra 
Less time for ; 
changing trains - 20 m. - - Goulburn 
Less time for 
refreshment stop(s) - - - - 70 m. 1h. 45 m. 60 m. 1h. 45 m. 
Actual travelling 
time 13h.10m. 11h. 55m. 14h. 13 h. 10h. 50 m. 13h. 12h.15m. 14h. 15m. 
Table 5. 
Comparison of Rail and Coach Actual Travelling Times using Existing Services. 

Operator V/Line and AN Greyhound aaa Deluxe 
Frequency Daily Mon. Daily” Daily? Daily? Daily*® 
Booked time: West East 

| Melbourne - Adelaide 12 h. 12h.20m. 13h.15m. 11h.30m. 10h.15m. 10h.55m. 9h. 30m. 
Less time for refreshment 
stop(s) — - 85 m. 75 m. 30 m. 75 m. 25 m. 
Actual travelling time 12 h. 12h.20m. I1h.50m. 10h.15m. 9h. 45m. 9h. 40m. 9h. 5m. 


| 1. via Mt Gambier and Padthaway. 


2. via Geelong to Ballarat. 


| 3. via Melton (direct route). 


GM23 waits at Broadford loop with the 04 25 Up Albury goods as 42217 passes on the Up Spirit of Progress. 
Sun.1.4.84. (John Dare) 
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Left: N453. The third in the first batch of 2450 h.p. loco 
diesel electrics on order for V/Line nears the end of the 
production line at the Clyde Engineering (Vic.) Pty Ltd 
Somerton plant. Mon.9.9.85. (John Buckland) 


Left below: N452 on the return run of a light engine trial 
to Seymour passes 42212 and 42215 with the 11 45 
Dynon-Albury goods between Kilmore East and 
Wandong. Thurs.10.10.85. (Rick Coles) 


Right: N454 under construction at Somerton. 
Sat.14.9.85. (Jon Clark) 


Below: N451 undergoing trials at South Dynon loco. 
Sun.13.10.85. (Adrian Rynberk) 


DECEMBER 1985 


363 


Country Timetable Changes: sun6-cctove: 1985 


STEPHEN McLEAN 


New timetables were introduced for all V/Line ser- 
vices on Sun.27.10. This was the first occasion for a 
few years that such changes were not made in conjunc- 
tion with suburban alterations; the change occurred 
smoothly, with working timetables and public handout 
sheets available in good time. 

The new public timetable has a number of important 
differences from the previous timetable dated 14.4; 
however not all these changes are recent, as V/Line 
made a number of timetable alterations in the inter- 
vening period. There were two main reasons for these 
changes occurring piecemeal. 


1. Some of the schedules of 14.4 proved to be 
unworkable. 


2. The task of bringing country bus services under V/ 
Line control is quite complex, and it is just not 
possible to time such incorporations to coincide 
with major timetable revisions. 


Intermediate alterations: 


2.6: A Sunday evening bus service was introduced 
between Geelong and Ballarat, connecting with 
the Warrnambool trains at Geelong. Between 
Elaine and Ballarat it runs via Buninyong, and 
not via Lal Lal. 

Sunday bus services were introduced between 
Geelong and Warrnambool, connecting with the 
09 35 and 1605 Down and 10 00 and 1600 Up 
Geelong trains. One of the return trips is a 
former private service, and the other is addi- 
tional. 


3.6: The private bus service between Ballarat and 
Warrnambool was taken over by V/Line and 
retimed to connect with trains at Ballarat. The 
service leaves Warrnambool at 08 25 and con- 
nects with the 11 45 Up Ballarat, returning with a 
connection off the 12 30 Down Ballarat; it oper- 
ates via Mortlake on Mon. Wed. Fri. and Cam- 
perdown on Tues. and Thurs. The Down bus 
reaches Camperdown or Warrnambool in time 
to connect with the 17 45 to Melbourne. 

As a result of these changes the departure list 

of trains from Spencer St includes Warrnambool 
trains which connect to Ballarat, and Ballarat 
trains which connect to Warrnambool. 
The Down Vinelander was altered to 22 05 from 
Spencer St, with a common schedule on all six 
days of operation. Minor changes were made to 
some afternoon Bacchus Marsh and Ballarat ser- 
vices. 

The 06 40 and 07 05 Up Geelong and 06 45 
Up South Geelong were altered to start 5 
minutes earlier to ensure they fitted into the cor- 
rect suburban path from Werribee. The 
punctuality of these services had suffered 
because of trackwork at Geelong. 

An additional V/Line bus service (non- 
reserved) was introduced between Warrnam- 
bool and Port Fairy, connecting with the 12 35 
Down and 17 45 Up Warrnambool trains. These 
alterations were incorporated into reprint pages 
of the working timetable which could be con- 
sidered as the April reprint pages delayed. 


28.7: 
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The 04 50 Traralgon gained additional stops at 
Nar Nar Goon, Tynong and Garfield, and the 
2125 Traralgon was decelerated. To cater for 
overflow traffic from the evening Bairnsdale 
train, the 1750 Warragul on Fridays was 
extended to Traralgon, returning to Warragul at 
21 10. This trip is a passenger train rather than 
empty cars in the hope of gaining some traffic 
from a recently-opened shopping centre in Tra- 
ralgon. The 09 45 Leongatha on Mon. to Fri. 
was altered to 09 58 to improve its punctuality. 

The evening Kyneton trains were decelerated, 
and the 16 40 was given time at Woodend for a 
crew change with the 17 00 Up Bendigo. ; 

2.9: The Friday evening Inverloch bus was extended 
to Tarwin Lower, and the Sunday bus altered to 
start from there; these trips also run via Cape 
Paterson. On the same date, V/Line took over 
the Dandenong - Cowes bus service and 
introduced additional trips at the weekend. On 
each day of the week there is a return trip from 
Cowes to Dandenong, connecting with suburban 
trains (the Saturday morning Down service also 
connects with the Leongatha pass. at Lang 
Lang); as well there is a Mon to Fri. early morn- 
ing bus from Cowes to Kilcunda (connecting 
with the Inverloch bus) and a Friday night bus 
from Lang Lang to Cowes, connecting off the 
train. The Cowes and Inverloch buses interwork, 
and the WITT pages show the empty buses which 
explain how the service balances. These are: 
Mon. to Fri. mornings; Kilcunda to Inverloch 
and Long Lang to Cowes; Fri. nights Cowes to 
Lang Lang. The morning bus to Inverloch on 
Mon. to Fri. is extended to start from Dan- 
denong, but it still makes the connection from 
Melbourne with the train at Lang Lang. 


The Melbourne - Mansfield bus became a com- 
pulsorily-booked service. 


Alterations of 27.10: 


Running times have been revised, and they are now 

more accurate. The schedules of nearly all trains have 

been adjusted, and a number of services are acceler- 
ated or decelerated by 5 minutes or so. Uniformity of 
scheduling is however prevented by: 

1. The use of different running times for A and B 
locos, and for N and S or Z sets (sometimes only 
two or three minutes on a 2-hour journey). 

2. The provision of one minute “‘station allowance” 
at some stations for some trains. This allowance 
appears on timetable drafts but not in the finished 
working timetables, and is the reason that the run- 
ning times appear inconsistent in some cases. | 

3. The provision of recovery time in varying amounts 
and often in different sections on the same line. 

As a result, the schedules which have been worked out 

very carefully and accurately are quite inconsistent. 

The major alterations are: 


23.9: 


Western and South Western: 
The tight but achieveable schedules for Dimboola 
trains beyond Ballarat have been eased, and additional 
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recovery time has been allowed. In addition, some ser- 
vices are now given time to cross and to change crews 
with express goods train. The morning train from 
Melbourne returns to 07 55, a move made possible by 
altered carriage working. The 19 15 Down Ballarat on 
Sunday has been altered to 19 25, spoiling the regular 
pattern of departure times, but giving a connection 
with the Up Traralgon train. The Up Donald - Ballarat 
bus runs 10 minutes earlier, which on Saturdays gives 
a 2-minute connection at Maryborough into the bus 
for Castlemaine, a 15-minute earlier arrival in 
Melbourne for passengers who change and travel via 
Castlemaine. 

The 05 55 Down South Geelong is brought forward 
to 05 43. The 08 00 South Geelong on Mon. to Fri. is 
scheduled for an H set, and the return of this train is 

now 0935 from South Geelong and 0940 from 
- Geelong, 10 minutes off interval. The 12 35 and 18 00 
- Down Warrnambool trains leave 5 minutes later and 
have improved suburban paths. The first Up train on 
Mon. to Fri. now starts from Geelong. The Saturday 
South Geelong trains have been cut back to Geelong. 
The 1205 Down Geelong on Sunday is altered to 
1135. The departure times of the Sunday night 
Geelong trains have been altered to improve connec- 
tions with arrivals off other lines. The last train at 22 45 
allows for a connection off a 22 30 arrival XPT from 
Sydney. During the day on Mon. to Fri. the trains 
which leave Spencer St at hourly intervals arrive 
Geelong at 09 12, 10 11, 11 00, 12 13, 13 02, 14 10 and 
1459, hardly the best example of a regular-interval 
service. 


Northern: 

The 1610 Down Bendigo on Sunday is now 
scheduled for an H set and decelerated; the 04 55 Up 
on Monday is altered to 04 45 for the same reason. 
There are no other major changes, but the Down Swan 
Hill trains are accelerated markedly, with schedules to 
Bendigo of 1 hour 59 mins on Mon. to Fri. and 1 hour 
55 minutes on Sat. 


North-Eastern: 

The morning Albury train on Mon. to Fri. is altered 
to 08 27 in connection with altered carriage working. 
The first of the Sunday afternoon Up trains runs ear- 
lier to arrive Spencer St at 18 40 for a connection with 
_ the 18 55 Warrnambool, and the second train runs ear- 

lier to cross the Down train at Seymour for crew 
change purposes. Both Up trains now have poor subur- 
ban paths. 
The biggest changes have occurred on the Goulburn 
Valley route. The midday Shepparton trains are can- 
celled, and on Mon. to Fri. and Sat. the service is now 
two trains a day to Cobram. On Mon. to Fri. there are 
also through bus services from Tocumwal at 07 10 
_ (express Shepparton to Melbourne) and Shepparton at 
09 00 (express Seymour to Melbourne), returning at 
| 14 00 to Tocumwal (express to Seymour) and 16 30 to 
|Shepparton (express to Nagambie). Between 
| Murchison East and Shepparton the stopping services 
run via Tatura and Mooroopna. In addition, the 
| Echuca bus on Mon. to Fri. is used to provide a com- 
/muter service from Murchison East to Shepparton and 
| back and there are two balancing trips, this gives a total 
of six Down and five Up services between Murchison 
| East and Tatura, and between Murchison East and 

Shepparton each day. On Sundays the Down Cobram 

train runs at night instead of in the morning (still com- 
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bined with the Albury trains as far as Seymour), and a 
morning connection is provided by bus (06 40 from 
Cobram, 11 15 from Seymour), also via Tatura. 


Eastern: 

The 1335 Up Traralgon terminates at Flinders St 
and forms the 1651 Down Traralgon. This move 
eliminates two trips across the viaduct in the evening 
peak, and simplifies the moves in platforms 7 and 8 at 
Spencer St, at the expense of restricting the carriage of 
vangoods by the Traralgon trains. 


Public Timetable: 


Handout timetables for each line were available more 
than a week in advance, and the public timetable book 
was available at some stations on Fri.25.10. The 
timetable is produced in the same format as last time, 
but the table numbers have disappeared and all 
references are made by page numbers. The front cover 
is a dark green (the handout leaflets also use green as a 
background colour) and the photo of B84 has been 
retouched so that the engine is now orange and grey. 
The former Melbourne - Wolseley - Mount Gambier 
table (no longer applicable with the cancellation of the 
Adelaide - Mount Gambier overnight service) has 
been replaced by a table with the full service from 
Adelaide to Mount Gambier. 

The timetable includes a number of errors, some of 
which are repeated from the previous edition. An 
amendment sheet is issued with the timetable. The big- 
gest concern, now that the number of bus routes is 
increasing, is the failure to show all services on a com- 
mon route in the same table. The full bus service from 
Kyabram to Echuca, for example, is found only by 
referring to three separate tables, and there are at least 
six other cases where no one table includes all services 
between two points. 


G513, X45 and C503 all in V/Line colours leave Mile End on 
a Jet. Sat.6.7.85. (G. O’Brien) 
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G 516 IN Above: G516 under inspection at Clyde’s Rosewater plant. 
Wed.18.9.85. (Paul Moore) 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA Below: G516 at Mile End in company with AN locos. 
Wed.2.10.85. (Neville Mann) 
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Above: Preparing to leave Dry Creek with the Alice Springs goods, G516 was on load trials to Port Augusta. 
Wed.2.10.85. 


Below: Ready to return to Dry Creek, G516 is seen here at Spencer Junction, Port Augusta with dead GM35 and 
GM19 in the consist. Thurs.3.10.85. (Both photos Neville Mann) 
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T397 and 1377 tread the light track of the Wah- 
gunyah branch with an empty wheat special from 
Benalla. Wed.9.9.85. (Rick Coles) 
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General News 


STA deficit $1.7 billion: For every dollar the State 
Transport Authority spent last year, it lost 50 cents, 
according to the authority’s annual report tabled in 
Parliament recently. The report said the authority, 
which is responsible for country rail services, had a 
deficit of $295.1 million and spent $623.7 million last 
financial year. The accumulated deficit was $1.75 bil- 
lion. 

The authority and union officials met to discuss pro- 
posed economy measures. The report said that the 
increasing rate of the authority’s debt financing com- 
mitment was ‘‘of concern’. Payment of interest on 
capital funds last financial year increased by $22.5 mil- 
lion and is expected to continue growing. The report 
showed that the losses occurred despite an increase in 
passenger numbers of 8.6 per cent and an increase in 
freight revenue of 18 per cent. It said freight revenue 
earnings reached $191.7 million, and tonnage 
increased by 13 per cent, from 10.5 million tonnes to 
11.9 million tonnes. 

The Minister for Transport, Mr Roper, said country 
train services were one of the ongoing costs to the 
community, like road construction and hospitals, and 
were not expected to make a profit. He said the 
authority cost the taxpayer less last financial year than 
in the previous finanical year, as the authority had 
received a $191.8 million Government subsidy in 
1984-85, compared to a $217 million subsidy in the 
preceding 12 months. Mr Roper said the increase in 
passenger numbers was only the second jump in V/ 
Line patronage over the past decade. The report 


attributed the increase to improvements made in 
passenger services. 

Last financial year the authority spent $152.7 million 
on capital works including the upgrading of 
rollingstock, the reconstruction of four bridges and the 
upgrading of seven country stations. Overall expen- 
diture rose by $69.3 million. Five new locomotives and 
13 refurbished locomotives were delivered last year. 
Thirty-five locomotives are under construction. The 
report said that in June 1985, 72 per cent of interstate 
trains, 67 per cent of scheduled block trains and 87 per 
cent of freight trains were punctual. This is an average 
24 per cent improvement on their performance in 
November 1984. (Age) 


New business card: A new drive by V/Line to attract 
the travelling business executive to train travel was 
announced at the Bendigo Show. The northern region 
passenger marketing manager, Mr Ross Rowley, said 
V/Line was offering business people in Bendigo and 
Shepparton a business card which would entitle them 
to five first-class return journeys to Melbourne. He 
said once V/Line got the business people into its first- 
class carriages they would realise it was a far superior 
way in which to travel to Melbourne. (FS) 


Efficiency pledge is hard to fulfil: When the Met was 
formed two years ago, the State Government made 
two promises to Victorians — to improve transport ser- 
vices after 27 years of neglect, and to make them more 
efficient. Despite recent train and tram traumas, the 
Government is now well on the way to achieving the 


$310, S301 and T368 haul No. 268 Up express wheat train up Bealiba Bank 12 45. Tue.27.8.85. 


T364, T407, T370 and T331, battle wet rails with an Up wheat train on Bealiba Bank 11 22. Sat.31.12.83. 
(Both photos Graham Withers) 


first aim, having already introduced new vehicles, 
schedules and facilities. But it is in fulfilling the second 
promise that it is experiencing trouble, for efficiency 
means cost-cutting, cost-cutting means jobs, and the 
loss of jobs invariably causes industrial troubles. 

That was demonstrated when V/Line proposed clos- 
ing 24 uneconomical freight centres and announced 
plans to reduce the number of crew on freight trains. 
Both resulted in industrial disputes. The former 
Minister for Transport, Mr Crabb, also introduced an 
early retirement scheme, the aim of which was to cut 
staff numbers without retrenchments. It failed spec- 
tacularly, and now the railways have more employees 
than they had before the scheme was launched. 

The job of reforming the Met has fallen to the 
former Health Minister, Mr Roper. Recently senior 
Met management produced the latest version of the 
cuts catalogue. The casualties include more than 500 
transport employees, among them tram crews and rail- 
way station staff, and two inner-city tram routes. It is 
clear that something needs to be done to improve the 
Met’s efficiency. 

Mr Roper recently appointed two private consulting 
firms — the second group of private consultatns in less 
than two years — to review the management structure 


of the MTA, and recommend changes which will 
improve transport performance. Whatever those 


changes are, they will have to be considerable, because 
Mr Roper wants train cancellations reduced to a daily 
average of five by next June and even fewer by June 
1987. 

One controversial option is the introduction of ticket 
stamping and vending machines, which have long 
been used on most of the best systems overseas. 
Several years ago, the Ministry of Transport attempted 
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to introduce the machines, then dropped the idea. That 
opposition remains today, but so does the huge 
transport deficit. (Age) 


Freight costs could deter grain growers: Victorian 
grain producers were avoiding using grain freight ser- 
vices because of rising costs, State opposition 
agriculture spokesman Mr Austin said recently. Mr 
Austin said the rising costs could turn away hundreds 
of growers. He said V/Line would lose 100,000 tonnes 
of grain freight to the Port of Adelaide if growers took 
up suggestions of each carting one truckload of wheat 
by road. Growers in this state have had enough of con- 
tinually rising costs under a government that clearly 
has no understanding of the worsening rural crisis. The 
worse aspect to this latest slug on farmers is that the six 
per cent increase in grain freight charges is double that 
recommended by V/Line management. (FS) 


And... Angry wheatgrowers have opened a campaign 
to break V/Line’s monopoly on Victorian grain freight. 
Wimmera farmer leaders at Murtoa recently urged 
graingrowers to use every opportunity to by-pass the 
rail system this harvest. The Victorian Farmers and 
Graziers Association Wimmera District Council meet- 
ing also called for deregulation of grain transport to 
introduce serious competition against V/Line. Both 
moves are in protest against V/Line’s latest hike in 
grain freight charges, and aim to hit the State Govern- 
ment in the hip pocket. Victorian Farmers and 
Graziers Association Rupanyup branch delegate Mr 
John Sudholz, led the call for an end to regulation. 
Also, the West Wimmera District Council of the Vic- 
torian Farmers and Graziers Association threatened 
boycotts in resolutions at its quarterly meeting. (PJM) 
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Buffet cars: One man operation of country buffet cars 
was due to be implemented with the new timetable on 
27.10.85 but has been deferred until 10.11.85. With the 
one man crewing on certain trains a small number of 
Geelong and Traralgon services will have buffets 
operating. 


32% passenger rise for Horsham: Rail passenger 
traffic through Horsham has jumped by nearly one- 
third in the past two years. Nearly 18,000 passengers a 
year now move through Horsham railway station. 
Member for Lowan and National Party transport 
spokesman Mr Bill McGrath said recently latest figures 
underlined the importance of rail transport. 

Mr McGrath said his research disclosed that 17,850 
passengers moved through the Horsham station in 
1984-85. Broken down, the tally meant a Horsham 
passenger movement of 343 a week and an average of 
49 passengers daily every day of the year. 

Passenger movement in Horsham had jumped by 
32.2 per cent in the past two years. The figures were: 
1982-83, 13,500 passengers through Horsham; 1983- 
84, 15,250; 1984-85, 17,850. (IBB, FS) 


LINE WITH A VIEW 
The splendid views along the Yarra Valley should be 
opened out to passenger carriages instead of ballast 
trucks by 27th October. 

More than a year’s work on restoring the Col- 


dstream - Yarra Glen section of the Lilydale - 
Healesville line was nearing completion when this col- 
lection of ballast wagons was photographed at Yering 
with a background of the picture postcard scenery soon 
to be viewed again from the railway as trains rumble 


‘along the embankments and across the restored 


wooden trestles. 

The reopening of the line had been proposed for 1st 
September but work and inspections had not been 
completed. The Healesville Railway Co-operative 
Limited hoped to see the line in service by late Octo- 
ber. 

The track looks in fine shape to the Down end of the 
yard at Yarra Glen and we all look forward to the time 
when trains can continue on along the ‘Yarra Valley 
Railway’, past Tarrawarra, through the tunnel and on 
to that fine example of a nineteenth century steam ter- 
minus, Healesville. Thanks to the enthusiasm of sup- 
porters of the project, the station still looks in good 
condition and ready to receive commuters, tourists and 
snow trippers once again. 

But, for the present, it is great to see the fruition of 
the efforts of a dedicated band of people who were 
determined not to let their local railway rust away. (JF) 


[Sun.27.10.85 was the official opening of the line to 
Yarra Glen, with K190 operating a special train con- 
veying a Minister for Transport and other delegates 
— Editor. 


Below: Ballast wagons at Yering on the Lilydale - Healesville line. (Jim Foley) 


Right: T322 idles away under the sand tower at Ararat loco depot. Sun.19.5.85. (Harry Shnattlebach) 
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Traffic 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


Good run to Dimboola: The schedule of the 08 15 
Down Dimboola on Mon. to Fri. which applied before 
the timetable change of 27.10 was a difficult one to 
maintain. The train was formed at Spencer St by the 
07 52 arrival from South Geelong which divided to 
form the Warrnambool train as well. On Fri. 27.9 the 
South Geelong came in at 07 56, but B84 and a D van 
were waiting and promptly dropped on; the train 
pushed back along the platform and divided and 
passengers were allowed on at 08 02. Departure was on 
time. 

On the run to Ballarat there were signal checks in the 
suburbs and four speed restrictions (one extending 
from Yendon to Warrenheip), and 10 minutes were 
lost. Beyond Ballarat, however, the only check was a 
restriction to 65 km/h at Glenorchy, and with no cross- 
ing delays, and excellent work at stations where 
vangoods were unloaded from both ends of the train 
very quickly, the lost time was all made up, with 13 
minutes being gained altogether. Details of the run are 
as follows: 


Schedule Actual 

Ballarat depart ......... 10 06 1016 44 
Linton Junction ........ 1011 1022 36 
Windermere ............ 1018 10 28 58 
Burrumbeet ............ 10 21 1031 53 
Trawalla ......5eceewees 10 30 1041 11 
Beaufort .............4. 10 46 21 
10 37 10 47 07 

Buangor ............... 10 52 1101 50 
Ararat ........ 0c eee eee 11 06 1115 22 
1109 1118 20 

Pyrenees Loop ......... 1113 1122 24 
Great Western Loop .... 11 25 1133 22 
Stawell. secssadeuaazecese 11 30 1138 19 
11 32 1140 22 

Deep Lead Loop ....... 11 42 11 49 40 
TebeCk ceawrezwois desn ekg 11 56 1203 34 
MUTIOd «2 cncteaw essen 1207 1213 59 
1209 1214 52 

Murtoa Loop ........... 12 14 1220 19 
Horsham ............... 12 29 12 34 16 
12 32 1236 14 


Pimpinio Loop ......... 12 45 12 49 24 
Dimboola .............. 13 00 12 58 07 
(SRMcL) 


Train of Knowledge: Motive power on the Train of 
Knowledge from Ararat to Melbourne on Fri.26.10.85 
was ANR unit 937. Arrival was 20 minutes late. The 
train had been to Portland during the week which is the 
first time in over 12 years the tours have ventured into 
Portland. (SC) 


Multi-units: (all at Stawell) 

ihe X53, T391, T349 — Up goods, 23=47, 

Sat.19.10: BL35, 947, 930 — Up Jet, 47=113, 12 35. 

G511, G512, T349 — Up goods, 12=24, 16 40. 

Fri.25.10: T396, 359, 397, 398, Y155 — Up grain, 
34=68, 1905. (PJM) 


Depot visits: (all at Ararat) 

Sun.6.10: C505, 506, T368, 376, 396, 398, W263, 
Y125, 155, 156, 157, 159. 

Sun.13.10: C503, T1347, 349, 392, 396, 398, 399, 
W263, Y125, 157, 158, 159, 947. 

Sun.20.10: G511, 512, T347, 349, 376, 383, 385, 390, 
W263, Y155, 156, 158, 159, 938. 

Sun.27.10: BL32, T359, 363, 369, 376, 389, 399 
413, W263, Y155, 157, 158, 159, 937. (PJM) 


EASTERN LINE 


Foul up: On Thurs.3.10, the 16 50 Down Traralgon, 
while at Flinders St awaiting departure, suffered a 
small fire in the rear car (BN). Following this, 
passengers from the car were moved to the other two 
cars, which then suffered power failures (including air- 
conditioning power). Despite the services of ‘experts’ 
from nearby railway offices, help was sought from 
Spencer St. As time was approaching 17 50, with still 
no sign of movement, passengers were advised to 
move to platform 12/13 to the 17 50 Warragul. This 
train already had two extra cars for school groups, and 
was duly extended to Traralgon. The train was (some- 
what understandably) overcrowded. (CR) 


401, 


Y163 with 31 GYs, 9 containers and a ZLP van arrive at Barnes. 25.10.82. (L. Sutton) 
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G511 rests at Bendigo. Thurs.3.10.85. (Paul Moore) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Observations: 
| 16.8: Up goods — 1367, 18=36, van 34VVBP arr. 


No.3 road Wangaratta 19 51 and drew forward along 

siding H before setting back into No.3 extension 

(siding C) at the Down end (19 52-19 53) to cross 

8321 pass. Departure ex Wangaratta at 20.20. 8321 

A62-267BZ-270BZ-224BRS-258ACZ-D345, 
Wangaratta 20 15-2018. Down standard gauge 
goods through Wangaratta standard gauge platform 
at 20 22. 

3.10: 9324 — block oil hauled by T395. Attach 8 bogie 
oil tankers at Wangaratta and cross 8315 pass. 

4.10: 8318 — B76-A79-D316-33ACN-31BRN-25BN. 

6.10: 8343 — B63-266BZ-268BZ-228BRS-254ACZ- 
D324, Wangaratta 20 58-20 59. 

11.10: Y170 Benalla yard pilot noted in yard shut down 
(10 15-11 15) 8305 pass. A81-13BN-40BRN- 
15ACN-D312. X31 on Up block wheat (VHGX/ 
VHGY/VHHY hoppers) ex Yarrawonga line arrive 
Benalla 1050 depart at 11 30. Y168 Wangaratta 
pilot. T377-T397 Up block wheat (bogie hoppers) ex 
Wahgunyah line cross 8311 pass. and attach 5=10 
VHGY/VHHY at Wangaratta. 8311 pass. A79-2BN- 
53BRN-3ACN-D317. T400 on 9324 block oil ex 
Wodonga WLC Wangaratta, departing at 16 35. 


(12.10: 8325 — A71-266BZ-268BZ-228BRS-254ACZ- 


D324, Wangaratta 20 34-20 36. 
14.10: L257 hauling 9695 goods cross 8652 /ntercapital 
Daylight at Alumatta Loop. 
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15.10: T400 cleared 5 loaded VHGY hoppers ex 
Wangaratta GEB siding (Alumatta). Noted depart- 
ing Alumatta for Wangaratta at 14 15. 

16.10: X41 (V/Line logo) on 9696 standard goods 
goods depart Up home signal 30/8 (Sisley Ave, 
Wangaratta) at 13 30. 8318 A70-D308-6ACN- 
SOBRN-5BN dep. Wangaratta 1333. Y168 
Wangaratta pilot. (DMG) 


Shepparton notes: On 11.8.85 noted in Shepparton 
yard was rail train — VFRX321A-VFRX317A- 
VFRX319S-VFRY314A-VFRX311P-VFRX301- 
VFRX307P-VFRY306K loaded with rail. 

9355 block petrol train noted at Shepparton on 
15.9.85 — Y167-308VTQY-VTQY276P-VTQY139D- 
VTQY235U-VRQYI31A-VTQY86J-VTQY90J- 
NQOX14606P-VVDY11. (DMG) 


Standard gauge locos: With $301 joining X41 on the 
standard gauge the days of the GM units on hire from 
Australian National are numbered. Already GM24 has 
left Victoria and on Fri.26.10.85, GM23 was being 
stripped of its radio facilities in preparation for return. 

Also down at Dynon for stripping of radios was 
NSWSRA unit 44224. The 442 class locomotive only 
had a short run on the Albury - Melbourne track 
before gradually disappearing. All 442 locos fitted with 
oe are being returned to Melbourne for stripping. 
SC 

[GM 23, 24, 28 have now returned to ANR. WL 257 
is expected to return to Western Australia in the near 
future — Editor.] 
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Rollingstock 


Carriage roster: A new carriage roster H4 accom- 

panies the new schedules. There are only two major 

changes: 

1. To increase capacity in the morning peak, the N set 
which was formerly ‘‘On’’ at Spencer St for the 
08 05 Bendigo is used to provide a double consist 
on the 06 35 Up Geelong. (It is worked to Geelong 
by doubling up on one of the late evening Down 
trains). On Mondays this set used to run the 04 55 


Up Bendigo; this train (altered to 04 45) is now an. 


H set, which runs to Bendigo on the 16 10 Down 
on Sunday. 

2. N sets are used on all Cobram services. The morn- 
ing train, when it ran only as far as Shepparton, was 
an H set, as an N set was not readily available. The 
N set now used is taken from the 08 50 Ballarat, 
which becomes an S set; this is taken from the 
08 00 South Geelong, which gets the H set. 

The main changes to what forms what at Spencer St are 

in the morning peak. The moves involving Geelong 

trains are: 


ARRIVE FORMS 
07 07 S. Geel N 07 55 Dim. 
07 31 S. Geel S 08 26 Bairns. 
07 40 Geel N 08 05 Bgo. 
N 08 27 Alb. 
07 52 S. Geel N 08 40 W’bool 
S 08 50 Ball. 
08 14 S. Geel 2N OFF 


08 25 Ball. N 09 0S Cob. 
07 30 B. Marsh H (L) 0800 S. Geel. 


The extra accommodation on the Geelong line is very 
welcome. However the new timetable is unable to pro- 
vide sufficient seating on other lines, and supplemen- 
tary buses will continue to run to/from Melton, Sunb- 
ury and at night to Geelong. On the Melton route, the 
additional train introduced in the morning peak to 
relieve the Up Ballarat train has now filled, as 
passenger tallies have increased so much. The next 
major timetable changes are to be made in April 1986. 
(SRMcL) 


Loco testing: Below is the V/Line schedule for the 
testing of N452. 


SOMERTON - BENALLA - SOUTH DYNON LOCO 
For Vehicle Engineering Test purposes locomotive N452 will 
operate as under: 


THURSDAY, 10th OCTOBER, 1985 


9389 Seymour arr 0955 
DOWN: Light Loco dep 1000 
Clyde Motive Mangalore 10 07 
Power Division dep 0900 Avenel 10 11 
Somerton 0905 Longwood 10 22 
Craigieburn 0909 Euroa 10 28 
Donnybrook 0912 = Violet Town 10 37 
Wallan 0920 =~ Benalla arr 1055 
Kilmore East 09 30 
Broadford 09 37 
Tallarook 09 45 


Met Rail’s 50 tonne ballast hopper wagon VHMY 1001X is the first of 10 built at Ballarat North workshops, is 
painted in MTA green with yellow logo. North Melbourne Sun.6.10.85. (John Buckland) 


Above: Newly delivered final pair of P class locos P22 and 
P23. South Dynon diesel shops. Sun.6.10.85. 
(John Buckland) 


Right: Down Kyneton pass. hauled by P14 climbs Macedon 
Bank. Tues.21.5.85. (Terry Dexter) 


9390 Kilmore East 12 55 
UP: Light Loco Wallan 13 05 
Benalla dep 1120 Donnybrook 13 13 
Violet Town 1137 = Craigieburn 13 18 
Euroa 1151 Broadmeadows 13 25 
Longwood 1201 = Albion 13 40 
Avenel 1213 Sunshine 13 43 
Mangalore 1218 Tottenham Yard 13 50 
Seymour arr 1228 South Kensington 1405 
dep 1230 Melbourne Yard arr 1415 
Tallarook 1238 South Dynon Loco 1430 
Broadford 12 47 


Note: Automatic Staff exchange apparatus is to be used 
where provided between Mangalore and Benalla. Loco trial 
terminated at Violet Town. Did not proceed to Benalla as 
scheduled. 


| (DMG) 


| Further on upgrading of Southern Aurora: The 
expected upgrading of the Southern Aurora has been 
| deferred for the time being until the manning levels for 
_ the train can be agreed to. The delay in the running of 
| the XPT into Victoria has also been delayed as the Vic- 
| torian Railway unions will not agree to the same man- 
ning levels as which operate in NSW. Regarding the 
| upgraded Southern Aurora the railways do not wish to 
| outlay millions of dollars to refurbish the train and 
then having it sit in the workshops while the unions 
|and management sort out the manning levels. (SC) 

| 
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Works 


Overhead work: From 1.10, further overhead work is 
being carried out resulting in buses replacing suburban 
trains in the evenings between Caulfield and Westall. 
A shuttle service from Westall to Pakenham operates 
(with all trains running to Pakenham). The final Up 
Traralgon pass. terminates at Dandenong, and the final 
Down Traralgon originates there. (CR) 


Facelift for Horsham station: Member for Lowan has 
announced a $100,000 facelift for Horsham railway 
station. He said recently improvements were part of a 
V/Line program for major stations on the Melbourne - 
Serviceton line. Work in Horsham would mean that: 
* The outside booking office would become an 
enclosed booking lobby with doors which would Stal Ba 
open and close automatically. 7 - 0505 C505 
* An old refreshment room would disappear. 3 
* Builders would replace the refreshment room with a 
modern waiting room with men’s and women’s 
toilets. 
Mr McGrath said the work which was overdue would 
mean major improvements for passenger comfort. V/ 
Line had also earmarked stations at Ballarat, Ararat, 
Stawell and Dimboola for improved facilities. (IBB) 


Work at Stawell: On the weekend of 19th-20th Octo- 
ber, the briquette/superphosphate siding on the Up 
side of the station was removed along with the points 
joining it to the main line. A further set of points lead- 
ing to the double slip for No.2 road and the yard was 
also removed and replaced with plain track. There are 
now only two sets of points on the main line at Stawell 
(replacing 5). The 50 km/h speed limit has now been 
removed for through traffic. Presumably the remains 
of the last double slip will be removed soon. The 
weighbridge building on the briquette siding was 
destroyed by fire during the month. (PJM) 


x 
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Above: C505 having just been turned now waits while AN 959 is turned at Mile 
End Loco. Fri.3.5.85. (G. O’Brien) 


Below: Power a plenty for the Shepparton pass. on the morning of Mon.14.10.85, | 


when X45 required in Seymour for an Up wheat train, assists the more usual P12 
through Kilmore East. (Rick Coles) 
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Above: GM23 approaches Kilmore East with the 11 45 Albury 
Ss express goods. Mon.14.10.85. 


Now that the GM’s have left Victoria, let us remember the 
colour and the variety they added to the standard gauge Below: GM28 nears Springhurst with the /ntercapital Daylight 
traffic. Wed.9.10.85. (Both photos Rick Coles) 
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Taildisc 


Letter to the Editor: I refer to the editorial in the Octo- 
ber edition of Newsrail. I am one of the many thou- 
sands of people that catch their Monday morning train 
to work, and catch it home again, and so the same the 
next day and so on. I wonder if the person who wrote 
this editorial does, probably not, or if he does he has 
very good patience. Very rarely does my train run on 
time, and when it does (once a month or longer) 
everyone checks their watches to see if they have stop- 
ped! I really cannot see how the person who wrote this 
editorial can justify his defence of the present railway 
commuter system by the ‘Met’ running their trains 
correctly on one day in the year. 

In closing, let me say that I am a railfan, however I 
do pay a fare to use the service and I think people 
would agree that for the fares charged, a more punctual 
service is expected. 

It is therefore still my opinion that the public can still 
claim ‘can the Met do anything right’. 


Corrections October Newsrail: Page 309: Surrey Hills. 
2 GY should read 2/GY. The Americanism ‘‘high- 
balled’’ should read ‘‘powered’’, similarly, ‘‘goldola’’ 
should be more correctly referred to in local parlance as 
an open wagon (PE) 


Farmers upset: The average wheatfarmer’s rail freight 
bill will jump about $650 for next harvest. His silo-to- 
seaboard rail costs will top $12,000 in 1985-86. Official 
estimates of the Victorian Farmers and Graziers’ 


Association are based on an average Victorian crop of. 


about 500 tonnes a farm. Statists have assessed the 
cost on a 300-kilometre trip to the seaboard. 

Farmer leaders were enraged over a six percent rail- 
freight increase announced by the Transport Minister 
Mr Roper. VFGA grains chairman Mr Michael Cock 
said from Melbourne: “‘I’m totally disgusted. All our 
long and detailed negotiations with the State Govern- 


ment went for nought. In the finish it all boiled down: 


to a purely political decision’. Mr Cock said grain- 
growers would reject Mr Roper’s argument that his 6 
percent rise was a reduction because inflation was run- 
ning at 7.75 per cent. 


L1157 hauls a mixed consist Gippslander east of Warragul on Tues.1.11.83. (Wesley Turnbull) 
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I'd like to see him sell that argument to any cost- | 
conscious farmer’’, he said. | 

‘“‘The latest freight rise might cost V/Line perhaps | 
$7 million in lost revenue’. VFGA_ bulk-handling 
chairman Mr Vin Delahunty of Murtoa said. “There 
seems little point to freight negotiations which started 
two years ago. The government took the decision out 
of the hands of its own negotiators. The rise is another 
tax, that’s all it is. All we can do I believe is try to put 
road transport into competition with them’’. (PJM) 


BOOK REVIEW | 


The Branch Line: A History of the Wodonga - 
Tallangatta - Cudgewa Railway by Lloyd Holmes. 

In 104 pages crammed with interesting and factual 
detail, the reader is treated to a readable account of the 
pre-history, building and operation of this 69-mile long 
branch line which formerly served the remote north- 
east corner of Victoria. | 

Built and opened in three stages between 1889 and | 
1921, the Cudgewa line was renowned as much for its | 
scenery as for its heavy grades and sharp curves, which | 
presented operational problems. Apart from its regular | 
and often heavy traffic to transport cattle to market, 
the Cudgewa line played an important role during the | 
construction of the Snowy Mountains Hydro- 
Electricity scheme transporting massive amounts of | 
construction materials, which at the peak required up 
to three freight trains daily. 

Earlier, the line played a role during the construction | 
of the great Hume Dam and water storage on the Mur- | 
ray, near Albury, the eventual flooding of which 
required numerous deviations on two occasions to lift | 
the track above maximum lake level. Although| 
passenger services were never operated regularly | 
beyond Tallangatta, ‘Car Goods’ trains ran to and from 
Cudgewa before they too were withdrawn in the late 
1940s, though the railcar service to Tallangatta sur- 
vived until 1961. The last goods train ran to Cudgewa 
i epul 1978, but the line was not officially closed until | 


$304 rolls into Ballan with the Up Dimboola pass. to cross the Down Ballarat pass. Fri.11.10.85. (Rick Coles) 


Brief mention is made of the maze of construction 
lines sued during the Hume Dam construction and the 
book is illustrated with photographs and track 
diagrams. Details of the war-time and post-war move- 
ments of military personnel and later migrants to 
‘Bonegilla and brief references to early settlers and 
some prominent Wodonga railwaymen who worked 
the line are included in the booklet which is available 
from the author-publisher, Lloyd Holmes, 224 
Fletcher Street, Albury, N.S.W. 2640. Price $10 
(including postage). (Available also from the Railfan 
shop, Transport House, Melbourne. Price $8.95.) 

JLB 


The Age Editorial — a passing thought . . . The deci- 
sion of the Australian Railways Union to end the six- 
day-old train strike has its roots more in mercenary 
self-interest than in any compassion for public 
transport users. With Christmas coming, the men 
wanted to be back on the payroll, but there is, sadly, no 
indication that the union has accepted the fundamental 
flaw in the position it has adopted. It has no right to 
dictate the State Government’s budgetary and staffing 
policies. So we note the end of the strike with relief but 
little enthusiasm, and even that tempered by the 


ARU’s stated aim of rendering the railways ‘‘virtually 
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useless”? through the imposition of bans and limita- 
tions. The strike might have ended, but the dispute 
remains, and there is every likelihood that train ser- 
vices, which are not normally a shining model of effi- 
ciency, will become thoroughly unreliable. 

It is an appalling situation. The travelling public, 
which subsidises the railways with millions of dollars a 
year, deserves better. The ARU, which had been 
behaving constructively in recent years, should know 
better. And the Government, which administers the 
railways, and is charged with the task of running its 
finances in the best interests of all Victorians, must 
demand better. 

The state of the railways’ finances makes some form 
of improvement or rationalisation essential. In the long 
term, it might mean compressing the frequency of ser- 
vices, perhaps closing some rail lines or stations, or 
reducing staff numbers. The union can expect to be 
consulted about these changes, but it must accept that 
the State Government, not the union, is elected to 
make the final decision on any changes. The union 
must not be allowed to win this dispute. If the Govern- 
ment acquiesed to the union demands, each Victorian 
household would be contributing $600 a year to run- 
ning the railways. If the subsidy was paid in the form of 
an income tax, each Victorian wage earner would have 


more than $14 taken out of his pay packet each week. 
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RAILFAN 
SHOP 


Transport House 


Ground Floor 


589 Collins Street 
Melbourne 3000 


Telephone 619 4567 


WES IENOUNS SEaD 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 


Phone: (03) 890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Tuesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


BRANCH LINE 


PUT i ease Ce CER CRE CREST Bees TT 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 


HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 


Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 


CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


TRAIN WORLD 


I 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 


OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 
I Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. I 


596 6342. 


New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 1 
[ee | 
| HOBBYCRAFT H 
I z I) 
| for Model Railways 1 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
\ 1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 ! 
| Phone: (03) 80 3241 | 
Bie mm ee ee ee ee es es ee al 

NEWSRAIL 


RAILWAY QUIZ 


times, 1886-87, 1889, 


Last month’s answer: The railways last ran to a 
profit in 1945 when they had a surplus of £207,013 or 
$414,026. Since 1858 they have been in the black 18 
1906-07, 1909-14, 1923, 1925, 
1941-1945. 


This month’s question: What was the ‘‘Better Farm- 


ing Train’’? 


ARHS 
RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


Open Saturday - Sunday and 
Public Holidays: 2 - 5 p.m. 


Mid-week visits by arrangement: 
Tel. 596 3249 


Minature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


P. J. P. PRODUCTIONS 
20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


For details on how to place your advertisement and 
charges see p. 355. 


WANTED TO SELL 


Books: Large selection of books dealing with Railway 
and Transport History. Anchorage Bookshop, The 
Basement, 353 Flinders Lane, Melbourne, 3000. Phone 
(03) 62 3047. Business Hours: Mon. to Fri. 9.30 am to 
5.30 pm. Sat. 9.30 am to 12.30 pm. 


In 1985 the German Railways celebrated the 150th 
Anniversary of the first steam train to run on German 
track. To mark this occasion Trix have produced a model 
of ‘Der Adler” in both HO and N versions. Full particulars 
of these superb historical models from — P.J.P. Produc- 
tions, 20 Daly St., Gisborne, Victoria, 3437. 

Magazines in Good Order; (most 50¢ each or best offer 
by 1.2.1986). (US) Model ee — 1963 (10 various 
issues), 1964 (12), 1965 (11), 1966 (7). (US) Model Trains 
— 1960 (4), 1961 (4). (US) Railroad Model Craftsman — 
1960 (5), 1961 (3), 1962 (7), 1963 (12), 1964 (12), 1965 (11), 
1966 (10). Seer Model Sree Magazine — 1966 
(5), 1967 (6), 1968 ( a 1969 (5), 1970 nm 1971 (3), 1972 
(6), 1973 (4), 1974 ( Veer 2) 1976 (4), 1977 (5), 1978 
(5), 1979 (6), 1980 6 ), 1981 (5). (UK) Railway Modeller 
— 1958 (1), 1959 (9), 1960 tol Moe (12), 1962 (12), 1963 
(12), 1964 (12), 1965 (12), 1966 (10). (US) Trains — 1960 
(4), 1961 (1), 1963 (3), 1964 (11), 1965 (12), 1966 (12), 1967 
(10), 1968 (10), 1969 (11), 1970 (5), 1971 (9), 1972 (12), 
1973 (12), 1974 (12), 1975 (12), 1976 (12), 1977 (11), 1978 
(10), 1979 (12), 1980 (10). Will ‘break’ volumes for $1.00 
per issue, otherwise volumes at 50¢ per copy. Enquiries: 
John Prideaux 2 Emmaline St, Northcote, 3070. Phone: 
(03) 481 4280. 


WANTED TO BUY 


Wanted: “O” gauge 2 rail parts, anything, especially 
Lima cars. Have new 0-6-0 loco to swap. Keith Vanstan, 
4 Robyn Place, Delacombe, 3356. Phone (053) 35 9847. 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 


JOURNEYS 


Compiled by John Cook 


Railways are part of Australia’s national imagination and this book celebrates 
the romance, glamour and excitement of travelling by train. 


This collection of railway literature offers a sample of the everyday events that 


have occurred in or around Australian trains. 


Hard cover with 260 pages, 46 photographs and illustrations. Price $24.95, 


packing and postage $2.50. 
FREE POST No. 6 


Red Heart Souvenirs 


POST OFFICE BOX 1013 


ALICE SPRINGS, N.T., 5750 


Telephone: (089) 52 3128 
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Credit Cards Welcome 
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Trot ac wo iat Tims t10 me Aswad 


THE VICTORIAN DIVISION OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


HAVE MUCH PLEASURE IN ANNOUNCING 
THE RELEASE OF THEIR NATIONAL 


1986 
-RATLWAY 
CALENDAR 


Printed on quality art paper in full colour. Size 335 mm x 245 mm. 


FEATURES: 

@ Q4 at Hobart e@ PB15’'s on cane traffic 

® Midland Railway Co. C Class Pacific @ CL1 at Yass Junction 

@ RM28 on the ARAMAC Tramway e@ 2x 53's and a 30 in Port Waratah 
loco at night 


Each month is printed in full colour and all States are represented. 


Itis spiral bound and a convenient size, ideal for any wall. All gazetted public 
holidays are included and there is space for appointments to be noted. 


ORDER YOUR CALENDAR PROMPTLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT. 
LAST YEAR’S WAS COMPLETELY SOLD OUT. 


ORDER FORM 


A.R.H.S. 1986 RAILWAY CALENDAR 
RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE: $6.00 — $7.40 POSTED 


Cheque or money orders payable to A.R.H.S. (postage stamps not accepted) 


“POST THE COUPON WITH YOUR REMITTANCE TO: 
AR.H.S. SALES DEPARTMENT, G.P.O. BOX 5177AA, MELBOURNE, 3001 


Name 
Address... 

cn, POStCOUE............ sino | 
Phone... Enclosed $e | 
Please forward si copies of A.R.H.S. 1986 RAILWAY CALENDAR 
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